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1. (currently amended) In a database system wherein ja group; 
o< users have access to create and edit a plurality! of 
documents stored in the database, a system for periodically ^ 
clearing the database of stored document replication 
conflicts comprising: 

means for designating one document in each pfrij: Qf ft 
plurality of ot loaot one stored pairs of replication 
conflicting documents as the main document and the bther of 
said pair as the secondary document; 

means for storing all documents involved in eabh of 
sai d dt leaqt one plurality of oaid pairs of replication 
conflicting documents; 

ifceans for defining a prioritized sequence of predeter- 
mined ^attribute values to be applied to distinguish: between! 
the siored documents in each of saldj)airs of replication 
conflicting documents; and ! 

iheans t6r automatically periodically applying jat 
p^ede^erminq^ time intervals said sequence of predetermined 
attribute values to each of said pairs of__ said plurality of 
rtepli^ation conflicting documents to resolve each rionflict 
by eliminating all but one of the documents in oaid conflict 
a] oaifr of conflicting documents for insufficient ^alue of a 
predetermined attribute in said applied ^miflnce ot 
attributes. 

Claimfe 2-4 are cancelled. 

i 

5. (currently amended) The database system of claim * I 
Wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to be 
applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
documents his been modified after one of said pairjhas been 
designated as the main document to thereby eliminate said 
utnmodjified document of said pair. j 
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6. (currently amended) The database system of claim; 3 1 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to; be 
applied is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
documents has associated entered comments to thereby 
eliminate the document of said pair without associated 
comments, 

7. (currently amended) The database system of claimj 4 I 
wherein one ;of said sequence of attribute values toj be 
afcpli^d is that only one of said pair of conflicting 
documents his an associated date to thereby eliminate the 
document of said pair without an associated date. . 
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8. (currently amended) In a method of creating and ^diting a 
plurality of documents by a group of users having atcess to; 
said documents stored in a database, a method for 
periodically clearing the database of stored document 
replication conflicts comprising: ; 

designating pne document in each Qf a pluy^f XX-Y Qf : 
said sftored pairs of replication conflicting documents as 
the main document and the other of said pair as the: 
secondary document; ; 

storirig all documents involved in each of said 
p }ur^itv pairs of replication conflicting documents ; 

defining a prioritized sequence of predetermined 
attribute values to be applied to distinguish betwejen the 
stored documents in each of said pairs of replication 
conflicting ; documents; and ! 

periodically aut pmaticallv applying said sequence of . 
predetermined attribute values at prede termined tiflje 
iyiteryala t<? each of said pairs of said plurality qf 
replication ; conflicting documents to resolve each conflict 
by eliminating all but one of the documents in saicj conflict 
for insufficient value of a predetermined attribute! jji gfrjfl 

apffUfefl sequence Qf ^tributes. 

> 

Claims 9-11 (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim £ 4* wherein oiie 
of said sequence of attribute values to be applied; is that: 
only fane of said pair of conflicting documents has jbeen 
modified after one of said pair has been designated as the : 
main document to thereby eliminate said unmodified J document 
of said pair. 
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13. (currently amended) The method of claim 40 5. wherein on£ 
of said sequence of attribute values to be applied. Is that 
associated comments have been entered for only one bf said 
pair of conflicting documents to thereby eliminate the 
document of said pair for without associated entered 
comments. 

14. ( currently amended) The method of claim whjerein onp 
of said sequence of attribute values to be applied lis that 
only One of said pair of conflicting documents has jan 
associated date to thereby eliminate the document of said 
pair without an associated date. j 
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15. (currently amended) A computer program having code 
, recorded on a computer readable medium for periodically 

clearing stored document replication conflicts in a; database 

system wherein a group of users have access to create and 

edit a plurality of documents stored in said database, said; 
! program comprising: j ■ 

means for designating one document in each paif 8 qf A 
: Plurality off At loaot one - stored pairs of replication 
! conflicting documents as the main document and the other ©fi; 

s&id pair as the secondary document; j 

means tor storing all documents involved in each of 

sai d at loaqt one plurality of ooid pairs of, replication 
: conflicting documents; 

riieans £or defining a prioritized sequence of predeter- 

mined attribute values to be applied to distinguish between 

: ; 1 

• the stored documents in each of sai d pairs ot replication 
conflicting [documents ; and 

means ^or automatically periodically applying !^fc 
: predetermined time intervals said sequence of predetermined 
; attribute values to each of said pairs of said plurality of 
! replication [conflicting documents to resolve each donflict . 

by eliminating all but one of the documents in oaid oonflldt 
: a^.paij- of conflicting documents for insufficient Value of a 

• predetermined attribute in said a pplied sequence oi* 

i 

j ' : 

. Claims 16-18 (cancelled) . 
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19. (durrently amended) The computer program of clafm li? 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to] be 
applied is that only one of said pair of documents Jias be*n ; . 
modified after one of said pair has been designated] as the : 
main document to thereby eliminate said unmodified jdocument: 
of said pair. j 

20. (currently amended) The computer program of claim 15: 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values to! be 
applied is that only one of said pair of ggpf lictjLnjq 
documents h^s associated entered comments to thereby 
eliminate the document of said pair without associated 
comments. 

i i . • i 

21. (currently amended) The computer program of cl^im 15j. j 
wherein one of said sequence of attribute values tq be 
applied is £hat only one of said pair of conflicting 
documents h£s an associated date to thereby eliminate the 
document of [ said pair without an associated date- j 
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